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Wednesday March 4, 2020 
 

5:00pm 

Registration Opens 

 

6:15pm – 8:30 

Movie Night 

“LIKE” 

Viewing & Panel 

Let’s explore the impact of 

Social Media . 

 

 

Thursday March 5, 2020 
 

8:45am 

Registration continues 

 

9:15am-12:00pm 

Workshop A 

 

12:15pm – 1:45pm 

Luncheon with Keynote 

Welcome 

QPI - Year in Review 

 

2:00pm-4:45pm 

Workshop B 

 

 

Dinner on your own 

 

6:30pm-8:30pm 

Workshop C 

 

 

 

 

Friday March 6, 2020 
 

8:45am 

Registration continues 

 

9:15am – 12:00pm 

Workshop D 

 

Lunch on your own 

 

1:30pm – 4:15pm 

Workshop E 

 

Workshop F 

4:30pm-6:15pm 

 

6:30pm – 9:00pm 

Banquet with Keynote 

Joshua Wayne 
 

“Every Kid is  

One Caring Adult Away from 

Being A Success Story”  

 

  

Saturday March 7, 2020 
 

9:00am 

Registration continues 

 

9:15am -12:00pm 

Workshop G 

 

12:15pm -1:45pm 

Luncheon 

“Now What” 

QPI-Next Steps 

 

2:00pm – 4:00pm 

Workshop H 

 

4:30pm-6:30pm 

Wrap-up – Chat & Chew 

Register for all conference events at 

FosterLuv.com 

 

Sleeping Rooms are available at the 

conference rate of $97.00 per night 

Call The Hyatt Place Vacaville  

707-469-2323  

to book your reservation 

610 Orange Drive, Vacaville 95687 

 

All events will be held at the Sun 

Rise Event Center & Hotel 

620 Orange Drive, Vacaville 95688 

http://www.fosterluv.com/
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LIKE is an IndieFlix Original documentary 

and series that explores the impact of social 

media on our lives. The goal of the film is to 

show that social media is a tool and social 

platforms are a place to connect, share and 

care but is that what’s really happening? 

Technology is here to stay.  By 

understanding the effects of technology and 

social media on the brain, on our lives and on 

our civilization we can learn how to navigate 

it more safely together. 
Our goal for this film is to inspire people of 

all ages but especially kids to self regulate. 

It’s not about blame. It’s about looking in 

the mirror and empowering ourselves to 

create balance in our lives and to learn to be 

there for each other. Join our panel of 

experts as we watch and discuss this great 

film. 

 

LIKE is an IndieFlix Original documentary 

and series that explores the impact of social 

media on our lives. The goal of the film is to 

show that social media is a tool and social 

platforms are a place to connect, share and 

care but is that what’s really happening? 

Technology is here to stay.  By 

understanding the effects of technology and 

social media on the brain, on our lives and on 

our civilization we can learn how to navigate 

it more safely together. 

Our goal for this film is to inspire people of 

all ages but especially kids to self regulate. 

It’s not about blame. It’s about looking in 

the mirror and empowering ourselves to 

create balance in our lives and to learn to be 

there for each other. Join our panel of 

experts as we watch and discuss this great 

film. 

Thursday March 5, 2020 

12:15pm -1:45pm 

Luncheon  

 

Welcome 

Aaron Crutison 

 

QPI – Year in Review 

Presenters: QPI Team 

Staci Boyd 

Rhonda Smith  

And Teams 
 

Solano County CWS launched QPI-Quality 

Parenting Initiative- in March of 2019. The last 

year has been a challenging, amazing 

adventure.  

 

Come hear about 

• What QPI Solano is 

• Who is involved 

• What changes have been made 

• What activities have occurred 

• And more 
 

 

Wednesday March 4, 2020 

6:15pm–8:30pm 

“LIKE” Viewing  

& Panel 
Complete with Movie snacks 
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A-1 CSEC for Caregivers-(3 CE Credits)  

Presenter: Nola Brantley 
What are  signs… who recruits and how …  what do I 

do now… how to help. 

FULL DESCRIPTION COMING SOON 

CEUs Available 

 

A-2 Understanding Anxiety & Self Harm 

Behaviors (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Tricca Leverenz 
Through lecture, discussion and handouts, trainer 

will describe situations in which a child is or may be 

experiencing depression or anxiety. These are 

typical of children who have experienced trauma 

and who are in out-of-home care. Children may 

experience symptoms very differently than adult 

sufferers. Origins of these conditions will be 

discussed. Often children with anxiety engage in 

self-harm behaviors. Trainer will give examples of 

treatment options based on the child’s age and 

nature of trauma he or she has experienced. Trainer 

will also discuss temporary medication options, if 

recommended. Participants will learn that some level 

of anxiety and/or depression is a natural and normal 

part of life, and can sometimes be helpful. 

(CEU’s available)  

A-3 Starvation Mentality: Children’s 

Overeating, Stealing & Hoarding Food  

(3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Rick Delaney, Ph.D. 
Children in foster & kinship can have a wide range 

of food food-related problems. They sometimes 

struggle with classic psychiatric disorders such as 

Anorexia or Bulimia. However, foster and kinship 

parents often report behavior problems related to 

food that are called “Food Maintenance Syndrome 

(FMS).” FMS consists of overeating, hoarding or 

stealing food. This workshop will explain how these 

issues arise in the first place and how to address 

them in your home.  

(CEU’s available)  

A-4 Understand & Access Juvenile Court 

Presenter: Tabatha Kallman and Lauren 

Montana, staff attorneys Advokids 
The Flow of Information to the Juvenile Court: 

Who Can Weigh In? 

Caregiver Report Forms, a Critical Connection: 

When, Why & How 

De Facto Parent Status: When, Why & How 

Request to Change Court Order (JV-180) 

Prospective Adoptive Parent Status Designation 

Request Form (JV- 321) 

Improving Advocacy, Access, and Accountability 

 

 

A-5 Parenting in OZ (pt 1) 3 CE Credits 

Presenter: Rolf  Van Leeuwen 

This workshop is experiential, memorable, fun, trauma -

informed , parenting curriculum designed to help parents 

understand and respond therapeutically to the acting out 

behaviors often exhibited by children who have 

experienced neglect, abuse, and loss. We all know that 

parenting traumatized children is like being in a strange 

and unknown land.  You’re not in Kansas anymore . . . you’ve 

been transported to OZ! This training is NOT about 

“managing difficult behaviors”, it is about healing  

underlying stress and trauma are addressed, the difficult 

behaviors will change. Why “Parenting In OZ!” ?   We’ve all 

gone to many, many trainings. Even if they are really great 

trainings , sometimes it is difficult to actually remember 

any of the good points that were made.  “Parenting In OZ!” 

uses metaphor, images , and stories to pass on information 

that will be memorable.  All cultures and  

religions use story and metaphor to pass on knowledge    -

-Parenting In OZ! uses the same methods.   Here is just a 

peek:  Caring for traumatized children is like living in a 

very strange land  . . . let’s call it “OZ”.  How things work 

in OZ is very different than what we are used to.  Flying 

monkeys (who represent trauma triggers) will fly in and 

create chaos when we least expect it!  And . . . those of 

us who have stepped up to be the caregivers and healers 

for our children often find that we too are triggered by 

flying monkeys.  We hoped to be a calm, cool, collected 

and loving “Glenda the Good Witch” and we at times find 

ourselves morphing into the “Wicked Witch” –this usually 

feels terrible.  Enough said . . . find out who the Tinman, 

Scarecrow and Cowardly Lion are in our lives as resource 

parents. This is a serious and paradigm changing training -

- but delivered in a fun and interesting format.    NOTE: 

There are 2 parts to this training.  Part 1 lays out the paradigm shifting 

perspective and explains how trauma affects our children’s brains and their 

behaviors and also how stress affects caregivers.   Part 2 looks deeper into 

how the brain operates under stress and more importantly, we will look at 

interventions and care plans to help our children.   You can take just Part 1 

and you will receive a lot of useful information, but Part 2 will not be 

helpful without Part 1. (CEU’s available)  

Thursday March 5, 2020 

9:15am-12:00pm 

A workshop 
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B-1 What’s my Role in QPI 

Presenter: QPI Team 

Staci Boyd, Dionne Showell, Cecilia Rivas 
EVER ONE is a valuable member of our QPI team! 

Like any team, EVERY member has a unique and much 

needed role. TOGETHER we can truly meet the 

needs of Children and Families.  

Learn how to be a part of the Solano QPI 

Team and what your role will be. 

 

B-2 Defiance:  

  You’re Not the Boss of Me (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Rick Delaney 
Defiance is briefly defined as an uncooperative 

challenge to authority.    It can involve total 

disregard of rules or contempt for parent requests. 

Defiance can include argument, confrontation, 

provocation and rebellion.  Defiance can physically 

and emotionally exhaust parents and child welfare 

workers and is probably one of the major reasons’ 

disruptions take place in AFK placements.  In short, 

defiance can be worrisome for parents and 

professionals especially because, in severe cases, it 

can increase the risk of delinquency, depression, and 

other psychiatric problems.   

(CEU’s available)  

 

 

B-3 Transitional Age Youth Aging Out and 

how Faith Communities can become a 

support system, safe haven and resource 

for TAY 

Presenter: La Toya Braxton 
We will discuss connecting with a Faith Community, 

Healthy Relationships & Boundaries, Housing & 

Homeless Services Mental Health Services and 

Resources. 
 

B-4 Right Brain vs Left Brain Thinking & 

How it Affects Children 

Presenter: Kerri Schillinger 

This workshop is designed to teach people 

about the cognitive, behavioral, and learning 

differences between right-brained and left-

brained thinkers.  The hemispheric dominance of a 

child’s brain is a big factor in how that child learns, 

behaves, and reacts to outside stimuli.  We will learn 

how to identify if a person is a right-brained or left-

brained thinker, and learn the common traits and 

behavior of both.  We will then discuss methods of 

helping children to overcome some of the 

predominant issues they may face in school and at 

home, as well as to expand their ability to use both 

sides of their brain more equally 

 

 

 

 

 

B-5 Parenting in OZ (pt2) (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Rolf  Van Leeuwen 
See more detailed description in earlier Part 1 

description of the class. Part 2 should not be 

taken without Part 1.  In Part 2 we will expand 

on the understanding of childhood trauma that 

we built in Part 1 and look deeper into how all 

brains (even ours !) operate under stress.  We 

will present trauma informed interventions and 

care plans to help our children calm and heal.  

We will look at ways that we can calm our own 

stress so that we may can remain regulated in 

the midst of our child’s significant stress and 

dysregulation.  After completing  Part 2 I 

believe you will have an understanding of 

whatever “misbehavior” your child presents – 

you will understand the roots of misbehavior 

(CEU’s available)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday March 5, 2020 

2:00pm – 4:45pm 

B workshop 
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C-1 Foster Parent College ~  
            An Invaluable Resource is a  

                Terrible Thing to Waste 

Presenter: Sherry Currie-Proctor   
Providing care to children in out of home care 

is oftentimes not parenting as usual.  These 

children, more often times than not, bring 

challenging behaviors due to the trauma 

they’ve experienced.  These behaviors can 

include, but are not limited to; anger, lying, 

stealing, inappropriate sexual behavior, self-

injury, defiance, eating disorders, sleep 

problems, running away, developmental delays, 

autism, etc.  Foster Parent College is a set of 

nationally recognized interactive multimedia 

training courses tailored for adoptive, kinship, 

and foster parents. The knowledge you gain 

from these courses is invaluable, and when 

implemented in your home, will reap noticeable 

benefits and make a huge difference.  Join us 

in this workshop to hear more about what 

Foster Parent College can do for you and your 

family. 

 

 

C-2 Don’t Forget to Have Fun 

Presenter: Greg Begin 
We will look at how to play together, laugh tell 

stories and remember to take the time to 

enjoy life. Our youth need us to have fun with 

them. Our partners do too by the way.  We will 

look at how to bring lightness into our lives. 

Come in and let's have a little fun.  

 

 

C-3 United Front-One Team-One 

Message (for men only) (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Craig Barton 
Through lecture and didactic conversation, 

presenter will discuss the importance of working 

together as a couple and the importance of the 

couple relationship in healing the child (ren). 

Children often need a male role model to model 

appropriate male behavior, build appropriate 

healthy relationship with a mother figure, and 

appropriate response to stressors.  Addressing 

how children with trauma may attempt to split 

their parents, particularly if they get the sense 

that parents aren’t working in sync or not “on the 

same page”. Assuming trauma (at least in part) 

based on exposure to domestic violence. 

 

C-4 Self Care not an Indulgence -It is 

Discipline (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Alma Woodard 
In the world of foster care, self-care is essential. 

Self-care almost always leads to caregiver 

resiliency. Without resiliency, caregivers can 

experience compassion fatigue which can lead to 

the loss of the ability to nurture. Presenter will 

discuss creation of a self-care plan and lead a 

discussion of “who will help the helpers.” 

Participants will learn: respect for the dignity and 

worth of self, responsibility of self-care, there 

must be recognition that the duty to perform as 

a helper cannot be fulfilled if there is not, at the 

same time, a duty to self-care. Participants will 

have a take-away self-care plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday March 5, 2020 

6:30pm-8:30pm 

C workshop 
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D-1 Helping Struggling Teen Boys 

Become Confident Young Men (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Joshua Wayne 
Many teen boys struggle in their transition to 

adulthood and maturity. They may lack self-

confidence, focus or motivation, and some have 

deeper internal conflicts that cause them to 

self-sabotage with ongoing negative behaviors. 

With the right guidance and support, however, 

they can become the confident adults we know 

they can be. Participants will learn: 

• The unique psychological forces driving 

the behavior of adolescent boys 

• What causes them to struggle and be 

out of balance 

• 7 keyways to build their self-

confidence and pro-social behaviors 

• How to set them on a positive 

trajectory towards independence and 

adulthood 

(CEUs available)  

 

D-2 How to Listen so  

                   Your Teen will Talk 

Presenter: Lesia Knudsen 
Listening So Your Teen Will Talk- is an 

interactive workshop that will give new and 

seasoned resource parents proven strategies, 

tools and concepts that will improve 

communication between resource parent and 

youth and help strengthen or build a trusting 

and relationship with their teen.  

 

D-3 Success Now! Training (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Rick Delaney 
This workshop introduces a new way to pinpoint 

the specific training which will be most 

beneficial to you in helping your child.  This new 

approach focuses on three questions you might 

have: 1. What kind of training do I need to help 

my child thrive? 2. How can I select training 

which is most relevant to the needs of my child 

and family? Is there a way to receive spot-on 

recommendations for handling the problems 

my child is struggling with?  This workshop will 

demonstrate how an online training tool 

(ADAPT-T) helps to tailor training to your 

specific needs and challenges. 

(CEUs available)  

 

D-4 Social Worker  

                 vs Caregiver Priorities  

Presenter: Iyeisha Miler, Kandace Blake 

& Tyffany Wanberg 
Why don't social workers return my calls?  Why 

do caregivers call so much?  Does this sound 

familiar?  The focus of this workshop is to 

facilitate conversation between caregivers & 

social workers about how our priorities may 

differ, how to balance conflicting priorities 

while supporting relationships, and how to 

improve communication.  For all of us the 

primary focus is the child and we all need each 

other to do our best on behalf of the children in 

our care.  Come share your thoughts & 

feedback. 

 

D-5 R E S P E C T Find Out What It 

Means to Me 

Presenter: Greg Begin 
Let's talk about how to respect each other in our 

communications. We will discuss how to show 

respect in our communications and how to get 

respect in return.  Like many simple  concepts 

communicating and interacting with our youth 

(everyone) respectfully requires a lot of effort 

and practice. Our best chance at having our youth 

listen when we talk and share what we need them 

to share comes down to respectful,  non 

judgmental communication  

 

Friday March 6, 2020 

9:15am-12:00pm 

D workshop 
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E-1 OPI – Engaging Community 

Presenter: Staci Boyd, 

         Cecilia Rivas, Dionne Showell 
It takes the whole community to fully meet the 

needs our children & Youth. QPI – Quality 

Parenting Initiative include the whole 

community. Learn how Philadelphia’s QPI team 

engaged and continue to engage their 

community. 

 

E-2 Parenting Special Needs Youth 

Presenter: Greg Begin 
Many Foster parents struggle with the 

difficult situation of dealing with youth with 

special needs in their home. Dealing with some 

behaviors can be extremely difficult and often 

parents feel they need help that they don't 

know how to find. Simple life tasks can be 

overwhelming if a youth requires constant 

supervision. We will look at how to manage 

these and other difficult challenges of having 

a youth who requires lots of supervision or 

difficult behaviors.  

 

 

 

E-3 Lying and Stealing: Helping Children 

Tell the Truth & the World Does Not 

Give so I Take (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Rick Delaney 
Lying is the most frequent concern of adoptive 

parents who bring their child to a mental 

health clinic.   Most foster and kinship parents 

believe the motto: “Honesty is the best policy.” 

But with some children truth-telling can be 

spotty at best.  With some traumatized 

children in foster or kinship families who have 

been traumatized, lying can become a routine 

and habitual.  We will discuss underlying 

reasons for lying and family-based strategies 

for helping the child to learn to tell the truth. 

Children who have been traumatized by 

physical and sexual abuse and neglect have 

sometimes learned to steal to survive. In this 

workshop we will discuss a wide range of 

stealing and what causes it.  We will describe 

family-based interventions to help reduce or 

eliminate stealing. 

(CEUs available)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-4 . CFT- Child Family Team Meeting 

Presenter: Melissa Bryant 
CFT’s are an important and very part of QPI- 

Quality Parenting Initiative. Come see how 

they work, who should participate, how to 

participate and why you are an important 

member of the team. 

  
 

E-5 Commercially Sexually Exploited 

Youth: Understanding the Issue and 

Exploring Preventative Approaches 

Presenter: Meredith Webb 
This workshop will dive into understanding the 

dynamics at play in exploitation.  Topics 

covered will include the pre-cursors to 

exploitation that make a child more vulnerable, 

the impact of trauma bonding, and how to best 

support a young person involved in 

exploitation.  Then we will explore the impact 

of pornography on a young person’s 

brain/actions, and discuss how addressing 

pornography with children and teens at an age-

appropriate level can serve to prevent a teen 

from becoming a future sex purchaser. 

 

 

Friday March 6, 2020 

1:30 pm – 4:15 pm 

E workshop 
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F workshops is an opportunity to learn 

more about the QPI projects that are 

going on in Solano County. You will here 

what has been accomplished and what’s 

being worked. This is your opportunity 

to be have a say and learn how to 

continue being heard. 

 

F-1 QPI-Placement Practices 

Presenter: Iyeisha Miller, Krystal 

Johnson 

 

F-2 Resource Family 

Support/Encouraging Relationships 

Presenter: Tyffany Wanberg 

 

F-3 Parent & Youth Mentors 

Presenter: Tempest Smith 

 

F-4 Outreach Community & Faith-Based 

Presenter: Staci Boyd & Team, Felicia 

Curtis, Katisha Everett 

Friday March 6, 2020 

4:30 pm – 6:15 pm 

F workshop 

 

Friday March 6, 2020 

6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Banquet  
 

Every Kid is 

 One Caring Adult Away from being 

a Success Story 
Presenter:  

Joshua Wayne 
Along with hearing a totally amazing national 

speaker with priceless information … 

 Enjoy dinner, networking, door prizes and 

Surprise awards (shh don’t tell anyone) 
(CEUs available)  
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G-1 Building Transformational Relationships 

with At-Risk Youth 

 (3 CE Credits) 

Presenter: Joshua Wayne 
Amidst the bureaucracy and red tape we often 

encounter, it's easy to overlook the power and 

importance of the human connection we make with 

the kids we work with. More than anything, it's the 

strength of the relationship we establish that will 

transform their life. In this workshop, Joshua will 

share practical strategies to build and sustain these 

critical connections with our youth. 

(CEUs available)  

G-2 Solano County RFA Module 1 & 2 

   9am -11am Module 1 

  11am – 1pm Module 2  

Presenter: Solano RFA Team 

Solano RFA Modules are for new Solano 
County RFA families only. Please register with 

Solano County RFA 
  

G-3 Let’s Talk About Sex ~ 

         Exploring the Foster Youth  

    Sexual Health Education Act (SB 89) 

Presenter: Sherry Currie-Proctor 

California Minor and Non-Minor Dependents age 10 

plus are guaranteed the right to sexual health 

education.  This includes youth with disabilities as 

well as LGBTQ and Non-Conforming youth.  SB 89 

provides youth the right to sexual and reproductive 

care and confidentiality.  Come to this workshop and 

learn about the do’s & don’ts, and tips on how to have 

the conversation with your youth. 

 

 

H-1 Mandated Reporter Training 

Presenter: FKCE 

 

H-2 Empowerment & Motivation 

Presenter: Greg Begin 
We want our youth to be strong, self reliant 

individuals who have successful lives. This requires 

opportunity to grow and make mistakes and learn 

from them. Encouraging youth to develop these 

skills is essential and quite challenging. This class to 

focuses on how to help youth find their power and 

also how to motivate youth when they seem to be 

uninterested in participating. 

 

H-3 Introduce Mindfulness to Your Life, 

Your Family and Your Parenting 

Presenter: Kathryn Clark Silveira 

Mindfulness and meditation are growing in 

popularity around the world. This workshop will 

explain how these practices, that help you quiet 

your mind and focus on the present, can impact 

your life.  Practicing mindfulness does not require 

equipment or a special environment.  There are no 

age restrictions and no extra time needed.  The 

strategies shared in this workshop encourage 

healthy attachment, stress management and 

emotional self-regulation for caregivers, teachers, 

and parents with children of any age 

Saturday March 7, 2020      12:15 -1:45   

  Luncheon  

Now What? 

QPI – 2020     Goals & Next Steps 
Presenters:  

Staci Boyd ,Rhonda Smith  

 QPI Team 

What are the next steps for Solano QPI? 

Who will do what? 

What will your role be? 

 
 

  

Saturday March 7, 2020 

9:15 am – 12:00 pm 

G workshop 

 

Saturday March 7, 2020 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm - 

H workshop 

 

4:30pm-6:30pm 

Wrap-up – Chat & Chew 
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Meet our amazing  

Super Hero Presenters: 
 

Alma M Woodard, MS is dedicated and 

resourceful in the field of social work for 37 

years – 29 years in foster care and 8 years in 

mental health. In the past 29 years, she has 

worked various positions for mainly two non-

profit agencies as home approver/certifier, 

trainer, site manager, recruiter, district 

administrator, case manager, and social 

worker. Early career, worked 8 years in mental 

health as psychiatric technician and director 

of a Day Treatment Program.  Accustomed to 

handling sensitive and confidential 

information. Proactive in meeting the goals of 

the agency by using necessary tools and skills 

to provide services to clients and staff.  

Possess MS in Guidance and Counseling, BS in 

Sociology with Minor in Social Work. Alma 

graduated from Jacksonville State University 

in Jacksonville, AL, and has a special gifts in 

facilitating trainings and working with families 

and children. 

 

 

 

 

Cecilia Rivas has served as the Director of 

Innovation & Resource Development at the 

Philadelphia Department of Human Services 

since Sept. 2018, after joining DHS in 2017 as 

Resource Development Administrator. Cecilia 

manages Philadelphia’s Quality Parenting 

Initiative, an integral part of DHS efforts to 

engage stakeholders, support and strengthen 

resource families, and promote timely 

permanency and wellbeing. She also leads 

efforts to ensure access to a broad array of 

evidence-based wellbeing interventions for 

children and youth, and oversees the 

Department’s resource parent recruitment and 

retention strategies 

 

Craig Barton, LCSW - was born in 

Louisiana, and has lived most of his adult life 

in Oakland, CA.  This contributes to his 

passion and depth of knowledge of the 

factors impacting the vulnerable communities 

of Alameda County.  

Mr. Barton earned a Master’s Degree in Social 

Work from San Jose State University in 1992 

and his undergraduate degree in Social Work 

from Southern University, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana (an HBCU) in 1983.  He is currently 

the Director of Foster Care and Adoption  

Services at Alternative Family Services and 

has held this position since 1993.  He has also 

worked as a clinician with Uplift Family 

Services Mobile Crisis Program for more than 

30 years.  

Mr. Barton has been instrumental in training 

AFS staff on strength based approaches 

when working with youth and caregivers, 

providing tools to better understand how 

equity and inclusion play a role in the plight of 

system involved youth and families. Mr. 

Barton has dedicated his career to improving 

outcomes for foster youth that are culturally 

relevant, strength based, and trauma 

informed. 

 

Dionne Showell is the Resource Development 

Administrator at the Philadelphia Department 

of Human Services (DHS). Dionne’s leadership 

role is to enrich the quality of the foster care 

system in Philadelphia through the Quality 

Parenting Initiative, central to DHS mission to 

improve outcomes for children by ensuring 

safety, permanency and well-being.  Dionne 

supports the identification and development of 

resource homes by taking a closer look at 

internal and external processes for 

recruitment and retention strategies. 
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Greg Begin is a social Worker for Sonoma 

County Department of Human Services. He 

has worked with your and families for the 

past 39 years. He has worked in Juvenile Hall, 

valley of the Moon Children's home, ran the 

Independent living skills program for over 20 

years.  Greg has worked in nearly every 

aspect of the child welfare system and is 

currently a Permanent Placement Social 

Worker. Greg is also a father of 4, 

professional storyteller, and was an 

instructor at Santa Rosa Junior College for 

over 25 years. 

 

Joshua Wayne, A former struggling teen 

himself, Joshua understands deeply what 

they are going through. 

Since 1996, he has worked with kids in just 

about every setting imaginable: drug and 

alcohol treatment, with at-risk foster youth, 

community mental health, private practice 

and as a Director of Special Education at 

District of Columbia Public Schools. 

He helps teens face the challenges before 

them, and build the skills & confidence 

needed to find the path in life that is right 

for them. He also teaches parents, teachers 

and other caring adults how to best love and 

support them through this process. 

Kerri Schillinger is a local entrepreneur and 

small business owner.  Her interest in right-

brained versus left-brained thinking began 

while working as a professional organizer.  

Kerri began to notice similarities in people who 

were chronically disorganized.  After research 

and testing, she concluded that the chronically 

disorganized were quite often right-brained 

thinkers.  This led her to a quest to learn and 

understand the differences and how they 

affect people at home, at school, and at work.  

Kerri has given several lectures on the subject, 

including to many businesses and their 

employees, to PTA meetings, to Psychology 

students, to the staff of the Vacaville 

Neighborhood Boys and Girls Club, and more.   

 

La Toya Braxton is a native and emancipated 

foster youth of San Francisco, CA. She 

received Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology 

with a Social Services option from California 

State University, Hayward. Her passion for 

young women has driven her to teach and 

mentor  young ladies through the Young 

Women of Excellence Program, the San 

Francisco Independent Living Skills Program 

and the Community College Foundation, which 

both serve current and former foster care 

youth, and the Shepherd’s Gate Christian 

Shelter, whose mission is to free women and 

children from the destructive cycles of 

homelessness, addiction an abuse. 

LaToya Strongly believes that sharing and 

demonstrating the authentic love of Jesus 

Christ through mentoring can empower young 

ladies to overcome the effects of childhood 

trauma to break negative cycles, habits and 

thinking. 

 

Lauren Montana has devoted her career to 

helping families in crisis in both the private 

and public sectors throughout California. As an 

Advokids staff attorney, Ms. Montana 

continues to advocate for families and 

children through her work on the hotline and 

assisting with child centered policy and 

legislative reform. Ms. Montana received her 

JD from Chapman University School of Law in 

2008 and holds a Master of Dispute Resolution 

from the Straus Institute at Pepperdine 

University School of Law. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fosterluv.com/


Foster Kinship Care Education- Solano College-Annual Conference March 4-7,2020 

 Being Super Heroes for Children & Families 
 

For more information and registration go to www.FosterLuv.com 

For Hotel registration at $97.00 per night call Hyatt Place Vacaville 707-469-2323 - Sunrise Event Center 620 Orange Drive, Vacaville CA. 
Conference registration fee: Solano Residents $40 per day or $80 for all – Out of County $65 per day or $100 for all – limited scholarships for caregivers 

Meredith Webb is a Licensed Marriage and 

Family Therapist, providing clinical supervision 

with the Solano County Office of Education. 

She specializes in providing culturally 

competent supervision to school based 

clinicians.  Additionally, her areas of interest 

include addressing experiences of trauma, 

specifically sexual trauma and human 

trafficking. 

 

Sherry Currie-Proctor has been affiliated 

with child welfare for over 35 years.  From a 

small child, her biological parents became 

foster-adopt parents and provided service for 

over 40 years prior to retirement.  As a bonus, 

she gained four adoptive siblings, growing her 

family to 10 kids!  This inspired Sherry, along 

with her husband, to open their home to foster 

children in Solano County.  They have fostered 

for the past 20 years.  Professionally, Sherry 

has been a Learning & Development 

professional for 25 years.  She has designed, 

developed and delivered hundreds of 

leadership, self-development, and regulatory 

programs, for both in-person and online 

learning experiences.  She has developed and 

delivered workshops for the Solano College 

Foster & Kinship Care Education program for 

10 years and look forward to seeing you in one 

of her classes soon. 

Tabatha Yin Kallman joined Advokids as a 

staff attorney in 2016.  Ms. Kallman is 

committed to advocating for children and 

families through her work on the Advokids 

hotline and supporting statewide legislative 

efforts and policy reform in the area of child 

welfare.  Prior to joining Advokids, Ms. Kallman 

earned her bachelor of arts degree from 

Cornell University in 2000 and her J.D. from 

the University of California Hastings College 

of the Law in San Francisco in 2006.  Ms. 

Kallman practiced in litigation for six years 

before focusing on juvenile dependency. 

 

Tricca Leverenz is an LCSW and the current 

Director of Mental Health at Alternative 

Family Services (AFS). She has been working 

at AFS since 1998, and prior to her current 

position she was the Program Director of the 

East Bay AFS Foster Care program.  Before[ 

being hired at AFS she was a Clinician at 

Families First for 3 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register for  

all conference events at 

www.FosterLuv.com 

 

Sleeping Rooms are available 

 at the conference rate of 

 $97.00 per night 

Call The Hyatt Place Vacaville  

707-469-2323  

to book your reservation 

610 Orange Drive, 

 Vacaville 95687 
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